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RHA hears speakers
on diversity, Darfur
at weekly meeting
Commitee schedules
vote on new dorm
visitation policy
Charlotte Stephens
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Chris Fenner spoke at last
night’s RHA meeting. He
was representing Empower,
a student group dedicated
to c u lt ivat i ng st udent
experience and diversit y.
Diversity Day will be held on
Nov. 7 on Greene St. from
11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Diversity
week will last from March
23-30, with a diversity retreat
from March 28-30. All USC
students are encouraged to
attend.
The Darf u r Rally w ill
be held this Saturday at the
Statehouse at 2 p.m. The
goal is to raise international
attention about the genocide.
USC hop e s to h ave t he
largest rally outside of a
major U.S. city in history.
St a r t i n g o n No v. 12 ,
voting will begin to change
to visitation policy in certain

residence halls. The policy
will be voted on for each
floor; floors in one building
with a different policy than
the others will be signified
by a special sticker in the
sign in book. Any changes in
the visitation policies will go
into effect in January.
The Senate voted to give
Wade Hampton the $43.93
they requested to purchase a
DVD player for their dorm.
Senators f rom Sims
requested $2,500 to purchase
new couches for their study
rooms, but instead decided
to talk to Bob Holdeman, the
head of University Furniture,
to see if a more inexpensive
option might be available.
The Quads will be hosting
a Halloween fundraiser and
are requesting $120 for the
extra costs. Part of the event
will be a costume contest
requiring each participant to
donate at least three canned
good items to be donated
to a local homeless shelter
or soup kitchen. The event
will be open to all Quad
residents.
Creed Day will be held

in November; it is a day for
USC to honor the Carolina
Creed and usually involves
spec ia l event s i n each
residence hall.

State lawmaker
bemoans state of
education for blacks
Halley Nani

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A USC law student spoke
about the effect of politics
on the African-A merican
college student last night in
the Russell House Theater.
Bak ari Sellers, t he
youngest elected black state
representative in the history
of the countr y, spoke to
the USC student branch of
the Association of African
American Students.
Sellers used two concepts
as the basis for his talks
with the students: How far
have we come as African
Americans and where do we

go from here?
Sellers pointed to
landmarks in the struggle for
racial equality in America,
such as Brown vs. Board,
the infamous “Corridor
of Sha me” (a reg ion of
inadequately funded schools
along I-95), and the recent
Jena Six.
He said that these events
show that great strides must
still be taken for blacks to
escape the “proverbial ‘trap’
of race.”
“Even in metropolitan
areas like Columbia, you have
to worry about primarily
black schools falling apart,”
Sellers said. “Even w it h
Brown vs. Board, over 50
yea rs ago, pover t y st i l l
continues to put a grapple on
the young and old.”
Sel lers sa id A f r ica n
Americans are still searching

Kathleen Rogers
STAFF WRITER

I n t he second yea r of
a f ive-year contract wit h
Coca-Cola, USC is raking
in profits from every bottle
sold on campus.
The school is guaranteed
$412,000 a year and gets a
bonus for every bottle sold,
said Helen Zeigler, USC’s
business director. The bonus
percentage increases after
minimum sales are met.
For each 20-ounce bottle
of water and soda sold, the
school gets 60 percent of
total gross sales. A juice
blend brings in the same

week’s game is a victory of
41-24.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu

amount, but if it’s a bottle
of real juice (more than 25
percent juice), the school
gets only 25 percent.
The switch to Coke from
Pepsi Co. machines happened
in summer 2006, after both
companies competed for the
contract.
Coke won out because of
vending machine technology
t hat t rack s st udent s’
ne e d s t h r o u g h p r o d u c t
consumption, Zeigler said.
“Vending is a service to
students and the software is
key,” she said.
But under Pepsi, a 20 ounce bottle cost $1.00 and
with Coke, it’s $1.25, which
upsets some students who
remember lower prices.
“The prices are too high,”
said Chloe Mattison, a thirdyear international business
student. “$1.25 for a Coke is

unfair.”
Zeigler said the increase
was substantial, but preferable
to small increases every year.
USC would rather raise the
price once, than have small
price increases annually.
The soft drink vendors
don’t make large profits in
college, instead getting in
the market for the exposure
it br i ng s to a valued
demographic, Zeigler said.
Coca-Cola vending
mach i nes a re located i n
almost ever y building on
campus, and Coke products
are given to Student Affairs
for organizations and campus
activities, like handing out
bottles of Dasani and Diet
C ok e d u r i n g e v e nt s o n
Greene Street.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu

for t he sa me l im ited
opportunities for blacks,
especially in politics.
Next, Sellers asked the
audience: “where do we go
from here?” citing a famous
quote from Martin Luther
King, Jr.
“K ing said that we can
c ho o s e eit her c h ao s or
communit y and I believe
we a re on t he br i n k of
chaos,” Sellers said, referring
to “rows upon rows upon
rows” of African Americans
charged for drug use sitting
in state court.
“You see lives that were
forever altered and dreams
that were forever deferred,”
Sellers said.
Despite encountering such
a bleak situation, Sellers
still has hope for African
Americans.
“I still believe we have

an opportunity to build a
community,” Sellers said.
“To do so, we need to build
and create hope, and build
and create excitement.”
Sellers said this
com mu n it y wou ld show
the potential effects blacks
could have in the upcoming
election, whose elections
could positively affect black
communities.
“To do so at the University
of Sout h Carol i na, i n
Columbia, or in t he
Southeastern U.S., we all
have to find an individual
niche,” Sellers said.
Sel ler s sa id he fou nd
his niche after graduating
college, when he decided to
intern for James Clyburn,
the U.S. Representative for
S.C.
SELLERS ● 3

Thirsty?

Change to Coke unpopular among students
Vending machine
prices increase after
switch from Pepsi Co.

large portion of the budget
to purchase electronics this
semester and a pool or air
hockey table next semester.
The prediction for this

Columbia Hall is working
on pla ns to renovate it s
basement to turn it into a
lounge and game room. The
dormitor y plans to use a

Sellers looks for progress in speech to AAAS

Sorensen to discuss
past progress, future
endeavors in address
USC President A ndrew
Sorensen will give his state of
the university speech today,
looking back at Carolina’s
progress in the five years he’s
been president.
He’s expected to focus on
academics and research, and
will give projections for the
future.
T he 35- m i nut e e v e nt
will include video segments
featuring faculty and staff,
and draw ings for g if t
certificates and Gamecock
memorabilia.
What: The State of USC
Who: President A ndrew
Sorensen
When: 3 p.m.
W here: Longstreet
Theatre

Jess Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Chris Fenner, of the student group EMPOWER, talks to RHA Tuesday night about getting invovled with Diversity Day.

USC’s contract with Coca- Cola guarantees a minimum of $412,000 in revenues
per year. When total revenues meet that amount, new commission rates apply to
all sales of products for the remainder of the year. ******
Commission rates before
guaranteed amount is met:

Commission rates after
guaranteed amount is met:

PRODUCT

PRODUCT

20oz Bottle
12oz Can
Sport Drink Bottle 20 oz
Juice Blend 20 oz
Juice 15.2 oz
Water 20 oz
Energy Drinks
Other

RATE
60%
50%
50%
60%
25%
60%
25%
25%

20oz Bottle
12oz Can
Sport Drink Bottle 20 oz
Juice Blend 20 oz
Juice 15.2 oz
Water 20 oz
Energy Drinks
Other

RATE
72%
62%
62%
72%
37%
72%
37%
37%

Photo courtesy of Cristina Kubicki / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Homeless line Columbia streets; agencies look for solutions
Eﬀorts to defeat
vagrancy part of
Housing First plan
Julia Grasso

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Scanning t he dimly lit
sidewalks, volunteers took
to the streets to count the
number of homeless in the
Midlands on a cold January
night in 2005.

The volunteers, from the
Midlands Area Consortium
for t he Homeless fou nd
1,753 people on the streets,
according to a report from
the group.
Two years later, Columbia
is gearing up for a giant effort
to help the homeless.
Adopt ing t he Housing
First model, Columbia has
requested organizations from
around the state to design
proposals that will support
housing opportunities for
the chronically homeless.

The Housing First
ca mpa ig n is somewhat
different from the traditional
homeless shelter.
“In many ways it’s like
g i v i n g p e ople a s e c ond
c h a n c e ,” s a i d p r o g r a m
coordinator Jonathan Artz,
The new model seeks to aid
people who have experienced
severe homelessness. It also
caters to people who have not
had success getting aid from
other organizations or who
have not been able to meet
the constraints required by

relief groups, Artz said.
“ T he ide a i s t h at t he
h o u s i n g c o m e s f i r s t ,”
A rtz said. In most other
organizations, the homeless
must meet requ irement s
before they ever receive aid.
Advocates of the program
believe that in order for the
homeless to begin seeing the
signs of recovery, they must
first find housing stability.
Hopi ng to reverse t he
traditional model, the city is
looking to approve a plan that
calls for workers to “actively

engage with people” on the
streets during the selection
process. The organization
will also need to provide
approximately 15 housing
units for t he chronically
homeless for three years.
W it h i n t h e n e x t f e w
weeks, the city will decide
on a proposal that meets the
expectations of the Housing
First model. The city will
then provide funding for the
project that has been chosen.
Among the men, women
a nd c h i ld r e n w ho we r e

counted in the 2005 survey,
70 percent of t hem were
from South Carolina and 75
percent had been living in
Columbia when they became
homeless.
During the count, it was
a l s o d i s c overed t h at 30
percent of the 600 homeless
people who were interviewed
had repeatedly moved back
onto the street several times
within the past three years.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu

GAO identiﬁes $146 million wasted on premium-class airline tickets in one year
Agency estimates 67
percent of ﬁrst-class
tickets unauthorized
Hope Yen
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON -- Federal
employees wasted at least
$146 million over a one-year
per iod on busi ness- a nd
fi rst-class airline tickets, in
some cases simply because
they felt entitled to the perk,
congressional investigators
say.
A d r a f t rep or t by t he
Government Accountability
Office, obtained Tuesday by
The Associated Press, is the
fi rst to examine compliance
w it h t r avel r u le s ac ro s s
t he feder a l gover n ment
following reports of
extensive abuse of premiumclass t ravel by Pent agon
a nd St ate Depa r t ment
employees.
T he rev iew of t ravel

spending by more t han a
dozen agencies from July 1,
2005, to June 30, 2006, found
67 percent of prem iu mclass travel by executives
or their employees, worth
at least $146 million, was
unauthorized or otherwise
unjustified.
The worst offender was
t he St ate Depa r t ment ,
whose employees typically
f ly abroad on of f icial
business.
Many of the cases involved
high-ranking senior officials
o r p o l it i c a l a p p o i nt e e s
who claimed exceptions to
federal travel rules by citing
o ld m e d ic a l r e c o r d s o r
questionable approval from
a subordinate employee.
Investigators found that
senior officials often f lew
b u s i ne s s - o r f i r s t- c l a s s
because they felt entitled to
the perk.
The h igher air fare for
t r avel i n g i n one of t he
premium classes resulted
in expenses of ten f ive to
10 times more than what

was aut horized u nder
government travel rules.
“With the serious fiscal
challenges facing the federal
government, agencies must
maximize their abilit y to
ma nage a nd safeg uard
valuable taxpayers’ dollars,”
invest igators wrote,
suggesting agencies recoup
the extra cost from those
who abuse travel policies.
Under feder a l r u le s ,
gover n ment employee s
generally must f ly coach
for bot h domest ic a nd
international travel unless
the fl ight takes 14 hours or
longer. A few except ions
apply when the employee
receives agenc y approval
based on a medical condition,
securit y concerns, lack of
availability of coach seats or
when required “because of
agency mission.”
Government investigators
fou nd t hat employees
openly flouted the rules and
agencies did little to check
t heir abuses. A mong t he
waste cited:

—A n Agriculture
Department executive took
25 premium-class f lights
costing $163,000 and said
the extra expense had been
authorized by a subordinate.
I n 10 of t hose t rips, t he
traveler claimed exceptional
circumstances to justify the
pricier t ravel to wester n
Europe, even though agency
policy forbids premium-class
travel unless the fl ight time
is longer than 14 hours.
—T h i r t y - t w o S t a t e
Department employees flew
from Washington to Liberia
i n prem iu m class over a
six-month period. Five of
those travelers did not have
authorization for premium
class; three had duplicate
t icket s a nd no e v idence
t hat t he dupl icates were
refunded; and 17 were not
properly justified, as their
trips did not meet the 14hour rule. These fl ights cost
$293,000 and comparable
coach-class tickets would
have cost $124,0 0 0 — a
difference of $169,000.

— A t t he Pe nt a g o n , a
political appointee took 15
premium-class f lights and
cited a medical condition as
justification for the $105,000
in expenses. However, the
only evidence of a medical
condition was a note signed
by a fel low Pent agon
employee, not a physician,
attesting to surger y from
several years earlier. The
Pentagon did not have a
doctor’s certification from
the employee as required by
agency policy.
—Nine Just ice
D e p a r t m e nt e m p l o y e e s
charged the agency $35,000
for premium-class air tickets
to Fra n k f u r t , G er ma ny,
claiming the fl ight time was
over 14 hours. Investigators
found the employees added
a separate f light to t heir
calculat ions to reach t he
14-hour total, a practice not
allowed under government
travel rules. Also, two of the
fl ights were not authorized.
T he G AO, C o n g r e s s’
investigative and auditing

arm, said it was referring all
cases it found of improper
and abusive travel to t he
re sp ec t ive agenc ie s a nd
inspector general’s offices
for possible administrative
act ion and repay ment of
t he d i f f e r e nc e b e t we e n
premium-class and coachclass travel.
The report comes as some
lawmakers are pressing to
s t r e n g t he n g o v e r n me nt
sunshine laws by requiring
agency disclosure of
bu s i ne s s - c l a s s t r avel t o
C o n g r e s s . C u r r e n t l y,
business-class travel
accounts for 96 percent of
the premium travel claimed
by federal employees.
“No one disputes the fact
that government officials
need to t ravel, as not all
work can be done behind
a d e s k . No r s h o u ld a l l
prem iu m- class t ravel be
eliminated. But the rules are
there for a reason and the
federal government should
enforce t hem,” said Sen.
TRAVEL ● 3
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McCain denounces Clinton’s approach to foreign diplomacy
America does not
need a ﬂip-ﬂopper,
Arizona senator says
Jim Davenport
The Associated Press

W E S T MIN S T E R , S .C .
Republican John McCain is
accusing Democratic rival
Hillar y Rodham Clinton
of indecisiveness on foreign
pol ic y, a rg u i ng t hat t he
nation can’t afford a postSept. 11 commander in chief
who employs a triangulation
policy.
In prepared remarks, the
GOP presidential candidate
assails the Democratic frontrunner and indirectly singles
out former President Clinton.
During his tenure, some

advisers urged him to make
policy decisions by splitting
the differences on opposing
views, which became known
as triangulation.
T he A s s o c i at e d P re s s
obtained excerpts of
McCain’s remarks from his
campaign. Later Tuesday, the
candidate said he had not yet
seen the remarks. “But I will
look at them very carefully,”
McCain said.
T he A r iz ona senator
was to deliver the speech
We d n e s d a y a t a S o u t h
Carolina military academy.
Campa ig n spokeswoma n
Brooke Bucha na n sa id
McCain had not seen the
language in the speech about
Sen. Clinton, but that he still
plans to deliver the critique.
“The Democratic frontr u n ner wa nt s to have it
both ways when it comes to

foreign policy. On the one
hand, the New York senator
voted for the Iraq War. On
t he ot her hand, she now
opposes it — sort of. On the
one hand, she wants a firm
deadline for retreat. But, on
the other hand, she says we
cannot abandon the nation
to Iran’s designs,” the speech
reads.
“Senator Clinton, this is
not the ‘90s,” the speech
reads. “This is t he postSeptember 11 world. The
commander in chief does not
enjoy the luxury to conduct
ou r nat ional secu rit y by
means of triangulation.”
The Clinton campaign
said the two senators, both
me mb er s of t he A r me d
Services Committee, “have
an honest disagreement on
the war.”
“Senator McCain is the

Senate’s biggest supporter of
President Bush’s escalation
there. Senator Clinton wants
to end the war and when she
is president she will,” Zac
Wright, Clinton’s Sout h
Carolina spokesman, said in
an e-mailed statement.
McCain spoke Tuesday
night to an elect ric
cooperative in Westminster,
telling them the best way
t o m a k e t he U. S . more
energy independent was to
use nuclear power, rather
than ethanol or other energy
alternatives.
“I don’t see how we reduce
greenhouse gas emissions
and I don’t see how we really
make progress on energ y
i ndependence u n less we
go back to nuclear power,”
McCain told the crowd.
Earlier Tuesday, in Florida,
McCain met with Republican

Spears-Federline kids go home with Daddy
Sometime rapper
wins custody of
couple’s two sons
Sandy Cohen
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Kevin
Federline failed as a rapper.
Now can he succeed as a
parent?
K-Fed became K-Dad fulltime Monday when a judge
ordered Britney Spears to
temporarily surrender custody
of the couple’s sons—Sean
Preston, 2, and Jayden James,
1—to Federline.
The one-t ime rapper’s
custodial gains may have more
to do with Spears’ decline

than his own parenting skills.
The 25-year-old pop star
failed to produce a California
driver’s license and allegedly
missed a drug and alcohol
test as ordered by the court,
her lawyer, Sorrell Trope,
said Tuesday.
But how will the kids fare
with Federline?
Well, the 29-year-old father
of four left his girlfriend, Shar
Jackson, just months after she
gave birth to their son, Kaleb.
(Federline and Jackson also
have a 5-year-old daughter,
Kori.) He and Spears married
in October 2004, quickly had
two children and split just
after their second son was
born. (Spears filed for divorce
last November and it became
official in July.)
That track record aside,

SELLERS ● Continued from 1

TRAVEL ● Continued from 2

Under Clyburn, Sellers
learned to make laws, work
with constituents and deal
with pothole complaints. But,
Sellers said the most valuable
lesson he learned in politics
from Clyburn was simple
kindness.
“Clyburn treated the janitor
the same as the Speaker of
the House,” Sellers said. “And
seeing this made me want to
make a difference in college
through politics.”
A f ter i nter n i ng for
Clyburn, Sellers became
president of the Morehouse
st udent gover n ment a nd
worked for Atlanta governor
Shirley Franklin.
He eventually won a U.S.
representative race against an
82-year-old white man with
26 years’ experience.
“You need to find an issue
you’re passionate about, and
go out and galvanize people,”
Sellers said.

Norm Coleman, R-Minn.
C o le m a n n o t e d t h at
after a 2003 GAO report
uncovered abuses in
Pent ag on t r avel , t he
depa r t ment t ightened
p ol ic ie s a nd h a s s i nc e
dramatically reduced its
use of premium travel.
“ We si mply need t he
necessar y oversight
mechanisms in place to
en s u re t h at t a x p ayer s’
dollars are spent properly,”
he said.
Sen. Charles Grassley,
R-Iowa, who is seek ing
to provide greater
accountability in the use of
government-issued credit
cards, agreed.
“The federal employees
who like to stretch their
legs while they f ly need
to realize they’ve already
stretched t he taxpayer’s
purse by $146 million,”
he said. “Agencies need to
be more responsible with
their travel programs and
employee s who v iolate

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu

Dorian Traube, a professor of
social work at the University
of Southern California, said:
“Lately, he’s really kind of
stepped up as a father. We
don’t hear much about how
he parents his other kids.
But with his children with
Britney, he’s gone to great
lengths to keep them out of
the public eye and he’s gone
to great lengths to keep the
grandparents involved.”
W hile Spears made her
now infamous appearance
on the MTV Video Music
Awards, Federline hosted
a bir t hday par t y for t he
couple’s two boys. Spears
bounces between houses and
high-priced hotels, while
Federline keeps a home in
the suburban community of
Tarzana, Calif.

the policy should be held
accountable.”
The latest GAO
report noted that several
government ent it ies are
not subject to government
r ules on prem ium-class
t r avel — a mong t hem ,
the U.S. Postal Ser vice,
Fe d e r a l R e s e r v e a n d
Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp. — opening up
more oppor t u n it ies for
unnecessary waste.
T ho s e ent it ie s of t en
allow members of t heir
board of governors to travel
business or first class for
shorter fl ights overseas and
sometimes domestically. In
one case, a deputy director
of F DIC f lew bu si ne s s
class from Washington to
London and back at a cost
of $7,200, while a coachclass ticket would have cost
$800.
On the Net:
G o v e r n m e n t
A c c ou nt abi l it y O f f ic e:
www.gao.gov

Stop in for an
extreme makeover.

www.halloweenexpress.com/columbia

Hours

Mon.-Fri. 10-9
Sat. 9-9
Sun. 12-8
Halloween Express

Halloween Express

Beside Rooms to Go
275-2 Harbison Blvd
Columbia, SC

In the Target Shopping Center
10204 Two Notch Rd
Columbia, SC

Costumes • Masks • Make-up
Accessories • Decorations

2.00
Free Merchandise
$

No Purchase Necessary
Limit one per person, per visit.

“He recently put a safety
fence a rou nd h is pool,”
Traube said. “He is genuinely
worried about the welfare of
his children and what they
might be experiencing when
they’re with their mother.”
A yea r ago, Federl i ne
was a party-circuit regular
preparing to release his debut
album. Even then, though, he
talked about waking up with
his children, tucking them in
at night and building a home
studio so he could stay close
to them.
“I would just work out of
my house the whole time and
I could spend as much time
as I needed to spend with my
children,” Federline told The
Associated Press in October
2006. “But it’s still never
enough.”

Gov. Charlie Crist and said
what the popular governor
wanted to hear on issues such
as insurance and oil drilling.
McCain said he’s opposed
to drilling in sensitive areas
such as the Everglades and
that decisions about drilling
off the Gulf of Mexico coast
shou ld be lef t up to t he
state.
“I n t he case of t he
Everglades, the people of
Florida have decided they
don’t want that tampered
with for a variety of reasons
and I totally agree. A nd I
do not believe in drilling in
the Grand Canyon, either,”
McCain said.
McCain said he supports
t he idea of a nat iona l
insurance backup fund to
help stabilize the property
insurance market, as long as
it doesn’t cost policyholders

in states that aren’t disaster
prone. “I believe that this
issue must be addressed,”
M c C a i n s a i d . “ We a l l
k now t he problems t hat
have existed here, and we
k now that there is a role
for the federal government
in natural disasters. What
I want to do is make sure
that that’s equitable and my
good citizens in the state of
Arizona don’t have to bear
an undue burden.”
W h i le C r i s t h a s n’t
endorsed a candidate, he
has had a close relationship
with McCain. The senator
endorsed Crist during last
year’s Republican primary
a nd t hen appea red w it h
him on the day before the
general election — the same
day Crist turned down an
opportunity to take the stage
with President Bush.
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IN OUR OPINION

Tailgating experience
OFF THE WALDON
not one to be missed Not everyone can be what they want

Jarad Greene / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Thursday night’s showdown with Kentucky is a battle
for supremacy of the SEC East and everyone is going to
be there. Columbia’s police department has announced
that it will start redirecting traffic around the stadium at
3:30 p.m., four hours before kickoff.
For those of you who have late classes and a
potentially painful drive home, we have a suggestion: skip
class and tailgate. Professors can save themselves and their
students from traffic by simply cancelling late Thursday
classes.
Ta i l g a t i n g i s a
tradition at USC. When Jim
Caple of ESPN compiled
his list of “101 things all
sports fans must experience
before they die” he added
“Tailgating in the SEC” to
a list that included the Olympics and the World Cup.
College is about experiencing new things, and
when else can you go out on a weeknight, hang out with
85,000 of your closest friends and watch your favorite
football team beat the eighth-ranked team and hottest
quarterback in the country in front of a national television
audience?
Yes, class is why we’re at college, but this is the
only Thursday football game all season, and skipping one
class to go tailgate won’t cause you to flunk out of school.
So break out the red and black paint, students of
USC. Tomorrow night will determine where we stand
among college football’s elite.
Some of us will be working hard to produce Friday’s
paper instead of going to the game, so if you don’t tailgate
for any other reason, do it for us, the less fortunate.
Live it up, Gamecock faithful. Make us proud.

For those of you who
have late classes, we
offer a suggestion:
skip class and tailgate.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about it.
E-mail us at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu
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Kindergarten lessons not
so true, students should
learn to accept limitations
Remember those times
in kindergarten when the
teacher said you could be
anything you wanted to be?
I sure do. At first I wanted
to be a dragon. But then
I considered something
more feasible: I was going
to be the best space ninja
ever.
W hat need t here was
for the fusion of ancient
Jap a ne s e c u lt u re w it h
NA SA tech nolog y wa s
unclear, but knowing that
the option was possible
t ha n k s to M s. Sm it h’s
encouraging words was
certainly enough for me.
Of course, that dream
w a s s h at t e r e d w h e n I
fou nd out t h at s uc h a
course was not offered at
the Universit y of South
Carolina. I had felt lied
to and cheated. Should I
have k nown better than
to believe that most major
u n i v e r s it ie s of f e r e d a
cou r se i n aeronaut ic a l
m a r t ia l a r t s? Perhap s.
But it was that day that I
realized something that
holds true to this day:
You s i mpl y c a n’t b e
anything you want to be if

you want to
earn a living.
I bring
this up
because
many college
st udents,
STEPHEN
especially
WALDON
freshmen,
Fifth-year
have big
electronic
ideas for
journalism
what t hey
student
will be.
Some are
going to be doctors,
painters, singers and other
careers. There’s just one
problem.
You can’t be a doctor if
you aren’t willing to study.
You can’t be a painter if
your stick figures aren’t
cutting it. And you can’t
be a singer if your dog’s
howling is considered a
duet by your neighbor’s
standards.
Simply put, there are a
lot of things we all want
to be, but if you aren’t
willing to put in the time
or don’t have the natural
talent, then get involved in
something else instead of
wasting the time. It sounds
drab, but hear me out.
I w a nt t o b e a w ide
receiver for t he Dallas
Cowboys. I have t he
c atch i ng abi l it y of a

penguin and the leaping
ability of a rock. I could
work for years and never
have the kind of skills and
inst incts it takes to be
good at it. I do, however,
love sports and plan on
work i n g f or t he N F L
Net work’s broadcasting
tea m st ar t i ng i n 20 08.
After all, major networks
usually go st ra ight for
college students for their
prime-time sportscasts.
As long as I am involved
with a sport I love, I’m
happy. If you want to be
a singer and you r tone
i s s h a r p er t h a n Ro s ie
O’Donnell’s horns, then
why not enjoy k araoke
with friends or even learn
a musical instrument
Wa nt to help people
but can’t stand thought of
scalpels, blood or “ER” on
NBC? Most people can’t!
Turn that pre-med major
into a psychology degree.
Find the motivations for
your desired degree and
truly evaluate what you’re
capable of doing and what
you wa nt to do. If you
know you can do it, then
get out there and do it! But
if you don’t have the will,
then find another way to
stay involved with your
dreams.

SG should focus on fulﬁlling promises
Carolina Card acceptance,
vending machines among
issues not yet addressed
In my Sept. 12 column,
I ripped Ryan Holt and
questioned his integrit y
as bot h a member of
Student Government and
as a member of humanity.
It drew a lot of criticism
from current and former
members of SG, so this is
directed to them.
Everybody has ideas as
to how to improve things,
and members of SG always
say they are working on
legislation, yet we don’t
really hear of actual bills
that get passed.
Cu r r e nt a nd f or mer
members of SG will all tell
you that the students who
criticize them are the same
students who never wanted
to serve their school. In
my case, t hat would be
inaccurate because last
s p r i n g I f i l le d out a n
application to be a senator
but never heard back. So,
since they didn’t give me a
chance then to speak out,
I’m going to do it now with
a few things that I think
the senate should take up.
The Carolina Card: we
were told last school year

that one of SG’s priorities
for t he yea r wou ld b e
e x p a nd i n g
t he u s e of
the Carolina
Card to
i nclude a l l
on-campus
vending
machines as
COREY
well as some
BURKARTH
off-campus
Fourth-year
locat ions.
broadcast
While there
journalism
are a few
student
off-campus
places t hat
accept our cards, the school
needs to do more.
My g irlf riend goes
to school at R adford
University, where school
identif ication cards can
be used at the city’s Food
Lion grocery stores as well
as the 7-11 directly across
from campus. The thing
about college st udents,
especially freshman gals,
is that they like to eat. So
it would seem logical that
SG would work with the
grocery stores, gas stations
and fast food places near
campus to allow students
to use Carolina Cash at
other places.
Ever yone also k nows
there are still plent y of
spots on campus where

either vending machines
don’t accept the Carolina
Card or they claim to but
are never actually working.
I will admit I don’t exactly
k now how t he s y s t e m
works, but if SG had the
sa me mot to of get t i ng
our money like Park ing
Ser vices did, t hen each
and every snack and soda
machine on campus would
accept our cards.
Next, I think everyone
would agree that the prices
at the vending machines
are ridiculous. I think it
is terrible that students
get charged 60 cents for
a 5 - p a c k of g u m t h at
normally sells for a quarter.
A nd when I go to WalMart I can get a Snickers
candy bar for 44 cents, but
on campus I get bent over
to the tune of 85 cents.
I get that the school is
all about squeezing every
dollar out of our wallets
until they burst into fire,
but the prices for most of
the items in the vending
machines are double what
they are in stores.
SG needs to represent
students and end the rip
off. Otherwise, they’ll be
living proof of why I have
the attitude I have towards
them.

Question of the Week: Where will you be Thursday evening
when the Gamecocks play the Wildcats?

Weigh in at

DailyGamecock

I am so glad that fall is
finally here. There are so
many things I love about
fall, like picking pumpkins,
carving pumpkins and eating
pumpkin pie. But most of
all, I love the
weat her. Not
because I
think it’s nice,
but because
it becomes
increasingly
harder to
ALEX
do a n y t h i n g
CARROLL
outside.
Second-year
D u r i n g
sports and
entertainment summer there
is so much
management
pressure to
student
do everything
out side. Ju st
because it’s sunny outside,
everyone feels obligated to do
any type of outdoor activity.
My friends always call me
and ask to do somet hing
outside with them. When I
say no, they reply, “But it’s so
nice outside!”
Really? Because I’m pretty
sure I have been outside
before, and to be honest, it’s
kind of overrated. I’ve never
come inside after spending
a couple hours in the heat
and said, “Well, that was
refreshing.” It’s more like,
“I’m going to die!”
But now w it h globa l
warming, fall is threatening
to become the new summer.
Just last week in the North
Pole, temperatures reached
90 degrees. Okay, I made
that up, but just imagine how
crazy that would be if it were
true. I bet that would have
angered you.
Besides, I t h i n k t he
outdoors gets a free pass
sometimes. For example, my
parents would always yell
at me if I sat around and
wasted my day inside, but
if I sat around at the beach,
suddenly it was okay. I just
don’t get it.
O ne t i me when I wa s
outside, I was attacked by
a swarm of bees that stung
me all over my body. Now,
unless you keep bees as pets
in your basement, the odds of
that happening indoors are
pretty much slim to none.
Also, after being outside for
four hours at the football
game on Saturday, the entire
left side of my face and neck
became sunburned, which
resulted in my painful yet
humorous resemblance to
Two-Face.
So basically what I’m trying
to say is, global warming
will lead to terrible things
like bee stings, sunburns
and maybe even terrorist
attacks. Unless citizens of
the world don’t take drastic
measures to signif icantly
decrease global warming,
people will be forced to go
outside just because it’s “nice
out.” I’m sure studies have
been conducted that prove
being outside is “healthy”
or “beneficial,” but I don’t
care to look them up, for
fear of ruining my entire
argument.
Some of you m ight
call me a dow ner who is
af raid of get t ing burned
by the sun or attacked by
bee s, a nd you wou ld be
correct. Just remember that
while ever yone is outside
pretending to have a good
t i me , I ’l l b e i n s ide not
getting stung by bees.

“A man doesn’t automatically get my respect. He has to get
down in the dirt and beg for it.
- Jack Handy

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2007

Dr. Style

Tending to
Your Fashion
Wounds
Justin Fenner

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Dear Dr. Style,
Everywhere I go, I see guys
wearing shorts. And normally,
this wouldn’t be a problem,
except for the fact that more
often than not, these shorts
are pretty short. And I don’t
mean, like, slightly above the
knee short. I mean midway
up the thigh short. And then,
for some reason, Mr. ShortyShorts thinks it’s a good idea
to sit down and just ends up
exposing…himself. So what do I
do? Is it polite to say something,
or do I just have to grin and
bear it until it gets cold enough
for these dudes to actually start
protecting what matters most?
Bothered in Belk
Dear Bothered,
We c e r t a i n l y c a n’t
forcibly stop people from
wea r i ng what t hey wa nt
to wea r —t hat k i nd of
systematic st yling is best
left to communist nations
and private academies. And
it is a little uncouth to lend
someone, however gently you
may do it, your unsolicited
opinion about clothes that
they probably love and feel
comfortable in. Unless, of
course, this person is your
friend. I’m luck y to have
some singularly fashionable
people to call my friends,
and I regularly rely upon
them to tell me when I’m
missing the high-style mark.
But I also appreciate when
my friends who don’t care
as much about st yle tell
me if I’m doing something
wrong. It means they know
how much pride I take in
my personal appearance, and
they want to make sure I stay
on the right track.
But stylish or not, clothing
advice can come across as a
bit abrupt if you give it out
the wrong way. It’s best to
gently ask what made your
f riend pick what t hey ’re
wearing and then explain to
them why you wouldn’t have
made the same choice than it
is to plainly say “You aren’t
looking so good today,” or
“I hate that shirt.” Last fall
I had a brown suede zip-up
that I absolutely loved until
a f riend of m ine said he
thought it was horrendous.
We didn’t talk for a week, but
he was right and eventually I
switched to a black wool pea
coat that I love more than
that horrible suede thing.
There are three key things
to keep in mind here. The
first is that people are going
to wear what makes them
feel best. If guys—and it
does seem t hat t here are
a multitude of them—feel
like it’s kosher to show the
vast majority of their lower
halves, that’s fine.
The second thing is that,
much as we love it, clothing
is not something to risk a
friendship over, even for
a week. Be k ind to you r
friends when you’re giving
t hem adv ice about t heir
clothes, or anything else for
that matter. Break the news
that they aren’t looking their
best to them as gently and as
politely as you can to avoid
an unfortunate situation.
A nd finally, temperatures
are dropping pretty steadily
now. It won’t be long before
people i n shor t s st ar t
bringing out fully-f ledged
trousers, and putting your
visual worries to rest.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
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Scratch upstages headliners
Common, Q-Tip perform
flawlessly to full audience
during 2K Bounce Tour
2K Bounce Tour
featuring Common & Q-Tip
★★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

Mark Killian

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

As the tourist season slows down
in Myrtle Beach, S.C., the House of
Blues becomes pressured to find acts
capable of fi lling the freshly-lined
parking lot at the Barefoot Landing
shopping and entertainment center.
Last Saturday, the 2K Bounce Tour
Featuring Common and Q-Tip had
no problem packing spectators into
every corner of the rustic venue.
The night began w it h DJ 88
Keys’ desperate attempt to excite
the crowd with his compilation of
rap songs currently climbing the
hip-hop charts. The crowd seemed
c o mplet el y a lo of u nt i l DJ 8 8
decided to play “Champion” off of
Kanye West’s “Graduation.” With
such a strong response to Kanye, it
was clear the crowd was ready for
Common.
Around 8:30 p.m., opening act
Percy P, who moments before could
be found out front peddling his
latest CD to patrons waiting in line,
made his way to the stage. Percy’s
rapid-fi re rhymes spilled out of his
mouth like an endless stream of
bullets from a machine gun. His
a cappella finale made the perfect
transition into Q-Tip’s long-awaited
performance.
After an additional 15 minutes of
spinning from DJ 88 Keys, Q-Tip

ran onstage full of intensity and
an arsenal of songs spanning the
length of his accomplished
career. Although Q-Tip’s
performance was
phenomenal, the
highlight of his hourlong set was the solo
from DJ Scratch.
Scratch wowed
the audience by
simultaneously
removing his T-shirt
and spinning his
turntables, in order
to reveal t he
s le e v e le s s

Superman attire previously hidden
from the audience. Once the “S”
was exposed, DJ Scratch took
his abilities to the next level.
H is t rademark move,
wh ich shares a na me
with bedroom foreplay,
involved Scratch rapidly
t ransit ioning bet ween
t u r nt ables usi ng on ly
his tong ue. The crowd
went wild, especially the
females.
A s h i s set c a me to
a clo s e , Q -Tip
an x iously

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Common, along with Q-Tip and DJ Scratch, perform for large crowds
at Myrtle Beach’s House of Blues on the Bounce Tour by 2K sports.

s c a n n e d t h e c r o wd f o r s o m e
a s sist a nce. A f ter deny i ng t he
persistent ly slurred pleas f rom
one heavily intoxicated audience
member, Q-Tip found his match.
Although only one girl was chosen,
the audience basked in the moment
as if ever yone had stormed t he
stage.
Fifteen minutes later the curtains
swung open and Common began
t he closing seg ment of t he 2K
Bounce Tour. His performance of
“Testify” from his sixth album “Be”
demonstrated to the audience why
he deserves his highly touted “SAG
Card.” With his perfect execution
of the arrest and trial of a man
set up by his traitorous girlfriend,
Common made it clear that he is a
man of many talents. The resulting
st rea m of applau se cont i nued
until he returned from his second
wardrobe change that night.
Wearing a light blue button up
shirt, heavily tinted sunglasses,
and fashionably darkened jeans,
Common returned in search of a
lady to share the evening with. The
response from the females in the
audience was astonishing. Women
clawed tooth and nail towards the
barricade in hopes of spending a
night with the notorious ladies man.
After several minutes of searching
and serenading, Common’s selection
was whisked back stage until the
show had come to an end.
After five hours of high intensity
hip-hop, the evening concluded
with Common’s appreciative bow
and a closed fist extended high into
the air, uniting everyone fortunate
enough to have experienced the
collection of flawless performances.
C om m e n t s on t h i s s t o r y ? E - m a i l
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu

Razr V3xx offers pricey upgrades
New phone has sturdier build,
but comes with shorter talk time
Lisa Delp

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

It seems like these days you can
always find people who just have
to own the newest phone on the
market. As soon as they upgrade
their old phone to something new,
some other phone has already come
out and suddenly they don’t have
t he coolest item on t he market
anymore. So then they go out and
purchase the new, better phone.
However, is it really better, or
is the phone just cooler? Take for
instance the new Razr V3xx, which
is one of t he most popular cell
phones available right now. Not too
long ago, everyone had the original
Razr, but now people are switching
over to the new model. Everywhere
you look, someone’s holding a new
Razr V3xx.
“The new Razr V3xx is a better
made, sturdier phone that is built to
last,” said Aaron Moore, a fourthyear English student. Still, is it

really improved, or does the public
just want to believe it is enhanced?
One thing that is defi nitely worse
about the new phone is that its
talking time is more than cut in
half. The old version of the Razr
had a talking time of seven hours,
but the new version only lasts for
three to 3 to 3.5 hours if you’re
lucky.
However, the new model does
offer more features than the old
Razr. The V3xx has an 8x zoom
camera instead of 4x zoom, which
is what the old phone offered. Also,
the V3xx comes with a MP3 player
w it h wh ich you can custom ize
your own play lists. The phone is
able to view cellular videos from
t he I nter net w it h h igh- s p eed
access. The new Razr possesses
the capability of advanced speech
recognition, and with this phone
Bluetoot h is able to work w it h
A2DP.
Along with all these new features,
the new Razr also has everything
you are used to with older phones.
For example, the V3xx is capable
of text and multimedia messaging,
downloading media, mobile e-mail,

video recording, speakerphone and
instant messaging.
The Razr V3xx’s dimensions are
smaller than the old phone, but it
weighs a little bit more. It’s about
as wide as a credit card.
Probably t he bigge st
difference between the
t wo mo de l s i s t he i r
price. Through AT&T
W i r e le s s , t he ne w
Razr goes for $129.99,
t ho u g h it c a n b e
purchased on t he
Internet for $99.99.
The old Razr, on
t he ot her hand,
is being sold for
$49.99 in stores
and online.
So, which
phone is
better? It’s
up to t he
buyer to
decide.
For some,
the new
features
might be
wort h t he

purchase, but most people will be
fi ne just sticking with a phone for
its primary purpose.
Erica Hauck, a fi rst-year political
science student, owns the older
version of the Razr. “I’m fi ne with
the old Razr, and I
don’t want to
u p g r a d e ,”
she said.
“A s s o o n
as you buy
a phone,
they come
out w it h
a bet ter
one a
mont h
later.
Y o u
c a n’t
ever
win.”

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

ACM, Microsoft sponsor ‘Halo 3’ party, tournament
Association for Computing Machinery hopes
to attract new members through speakers,
demonstrations of gaming prowess
Sean Gruber
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A ndrew Bartlett, a second-year Nursing
student, reloads his shotgun. The bodies of his
opponents are scattered around him.
He starts to run down the corridors of the
docking station he is fighting in. He’s seeking
other opponents. His one point lead over his
closest competitor is fragile. And to stay still in
Halo 3 is to die.
Bartlett doesn’t see the other player in red
armor as he rounds the corner. But Bartlett
does notice the grenade the red player throws.
Bartlett leaps to the side of the explosion, raising
his shotgun in the process. He doesn’t see the
rocket the red player has launched at him until
it’s too late.
The rocket detonates right next to him. Bartlett
watches his green armored body rag doll and spin

through the air. It smacks into a metal wall. The
crowd of spectators around him gasps. A chorus
of “Ooh!” erupts.
Three seconds later, Bartlett’s character is
revitalized. And the process begins again.
Welcome to the Association for Computing
Machinery’s first club event: A Halo 3 tournament
held at Swearingen Engineering Center.
The Association for Computing Machinery,
or ACM, is a pre-professional organization
open to all Computer Science and Computer
Engineering majors. The ACM worked with
Microsoft to organize the tournament.
“We host professors and organizations to
speak at club functions, we host LAN (Local
Area Network) parties, and cookouts.” said Ben
Fine, a fourth-year computer science major and
president of the ACM. “We also tutor freshmen
with computer science or computer engineering
classes.”
Microsoft provided equipment, copies of
Halo 3 and a prize pack of games for the top
t wo winners of the tournament. The ACM
raffled off games for those who donated their
own equipment for the tournament and giving
away a copy of Halo 3. Pizza, drinks and cake

were served. 65 students participated in the
tournament and over 100 attended.
Bartlett won the tournament, and will get first
pick among the games provided in the Microsoft
prize pack. “Halo got me into video games,”
said Bartlett. “I started playing with friends my
freshman year, and going to Halo parties. It’s
just fun, and I always have a great time.” He
does not take all the credit for his Halo skills. “I
want to thank my girlfriend Bridget for being so
supportive,” he said.
Fine hopes that the tournament will get help
the ACM grow in membership. Currently, the
AMC averages around 20 members per meeting.
“We have only been on campus officially for
about a year. This is our big coming out year, we
want people to know who we are and what we
do,” Fine said. “We just really want our name to
get out there.”
Students interested in joining the ACM can
send an email to Ben Fine at fineb@mailbox.
sc.edu or attend an ACM meeting in Swearingen
room 2A17 on Mondays at 5:00 pm.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
gwm.sc.edu
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VOTE for your favorite

PIC OF THE DAY

HOROSCOPE writer

Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Cocky and significant other join hands and celebrate the current success of the
Gamecocks and hope for a victory against eighth-ranked University of Kentucky.

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

Aries You may think you’re
firm, but others think you’re
a brick wall. Sometimes
you should relax, absorb
ideas don’t ref lect them.
Taurus If you were deposited
in a forest this instant, could
you survive? Oh, really?
G o to t he g y m to d ay.
Gemini Find a more creative
way of blowing people off
than not answering your
phone. A n s wer it , a nd
just say that you’re busy
being productive…boy oh
boy, is that a good one!
C a n c e r Don’t b e a
hypochondriac. Quick lesson
on when to worry: You feel
tired—no doctor. You feel
tired because your eyelids
have frozen open—doctor.
Leo Time is going to be
you r ally today. Find a
clock, bundle it up and stare
at it adoringly.…time seems
to be going slower already.

Virgo Buy another
book shelf. A nd wh i le
you’re at it, go ahead and
indulge on school supplies.
Libra Whenever someone
compliments
you, accept
it a nd say
t ha n k you.
Don’t deny
it in order to
garner more
a f f e c t i o n . KALLIE
B y
t h e METZGER
same token, Third-year
d o n ’ t g i v e physics student
compliments
with the hope
of receiving one in return.
Scorpio I know you think
it’s a dog-eat-dog world,
but don’t make alliances
that solely benefit you. If
you copy someone’s notes,
for God’s sake bake them
mu f f i n s or somet h i ng.
Sagittarius Clean up your

room. An empty room may
be indicative of an empty
mind, but a filthy room
may also be a breeding
ground for botulism…and
that doesn’t exactly work
wonder s on t he br a i n.
Capricorn Have you ever
contemplated life’s purpose?
Well, the purpose of today
is to tell a joke to someone.
That’s it. But Capricorn,
please do promise not to
make them the punch line.
Aquarius Water your flowers
today. Its hot outside and we
both know your thumb is
as green as if you cut it and
allowed gangrene to set in.
Pisces Dive into all facets of
culture. You’ll find that the
facets really shimmer…I’m
a c t u a l l y t a l k i n g mo r e
Mozart than Culture Club,
but t here is somet h i ng
to be sa id about Boy
George’s glittery makeup.

Email your votes to gamecockeditor@gwm.sc.edu by Sunday, Oct. 7.
Your favorite horoscopes will be featured for the rest of the year.

USC

the scene
Tim Barry

TODAY
T IM BA R RY, W IL L I A M
ELLIOT T WHITMORE,
JOSH SMALL
8 p.m.
$8
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

BUZZ BISSINGER,
A U T H O R O F “ F R I D AY
NIGHT LIGHTS”

8 p.m.
Russell House Ballroom
HIP HOP HUMP DAY
Ru s sel l Hou se Pat io
Stage
“GANJA QUEEN”
12:00 p.m., 1:30 p.m.
$5
The Nickelodeon
Theatre, 937 Main St.

10/3/07

Falling Rock National Park ◆ By

ACROSS

Josh Shalek / The Daily Gamecock

1 Stair part
5 Northern
Scandinavian
9 French assembly
14 Pedro's emphatic
agreement
15 God of love
16 Early arcade name
17 Israeli airline
18 Clinton cabinet
member
19 Writer Alison

Visit us at

20 Cranes
23 Historic years
24 Writer Murdoch

dailygamecock.com

25 Talking bird
28 Taj Mahal city
29 Bad actor
32 Conception of
perfection

10/3/07

1 2 3 4

for 10/2/07

DOWN

Solutions from 10/2/07

33 Toledo's lake

1 Compass pt.

34 Weekend cowboy

2 Turn, as soil

35 Cranes

3 Actor Morales

38 Art Deco

4 Robber's deed

illustrator

5 Rodeo rope

39 Us in Paris

6 Revival

40 First name in

meeting shouts

B-29 lore

7 Early video game

41 Observe

8 Early bloomers

42 Subdue

9 Mint family plant

43 Hags

10 Needle cases

44 Stiff hair

11 Drug agt.

45 Pre-coll. exams

12 Indy winner

46 Cranes

Luyendyk

30 Muddle

46 Fake coin

52 Truman's

13 Connections

31 Flat-topped hills

47 See-ya!

birthplace

21 Fairy-tale toll

33 Self-centered type

48 Old-time actor

53 Borodin's prince

collector

34 Mesozoic creatures

Jannings

54 Slangy negative

22 Goofed

36 Maternally related

49 Thickening agent

56 New York city

25 Heaps

37 Bunk in a liner

50 Perlman of "Cheers"

57 Swiss river

26 Cherish

42 Iran's capital

51 Bathing places

58 McEntire sitcom

27 French income,

43 Core groups

55 Doesn't lack

59 Ancient physician

perhaps

44 Michener title

60 Street-sign abbr.

28 Bicker

45 Have a sound

61 Insolent rejoinder

29 One of HOMES

sleep?
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Catching up with coach Mark Berson
Longtime coach sits down, reﬂects on
coaching memories during his 30-year career
Drew Lattier

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Thirty years. That’s how
long coach Mark Berson
has been in charge of the
men’s soccer team at USC.
A f ter spending a year as
head coach at the Citadel in
1977, Berson got the offer to
begin a varsity soccer team
at Carolina. Now 30 years
later, Berson has created a
well-respected program with
perennial appearances in the
NCAA tournament.
TDG sat down with Coach
Berson earlier this week to
learn more about his rather
eventful and successful three
decades at Carolina.
Q: W hat were the
reasons that helped
influence your decision to
become head coach here
in ’78?
A f ter coac h i ng at t he
Citadel for a year, Berson
was offered a job at Carolina
that he couldn’t pass up.
“The prospect of building
a team from the ground up
really excited me,” Berson
said.
The year before Carolina
decided to form a varsit y
s o c c er prog r a m , s o c c er
only ex isted at USC as a
recreational club team like
some sports still do today.
Creating a varsity team from
scratch is quite a daunting
task, and Berson k new it
would be tough job.
“I knew it was going to
be a big challenge to form a
successful team, but I think
t hat is one of t he major
reasons as to why I decided
to take the job.”
Q : W h at were t hose
f irst few years like
transforming a club team
into a varsity program that
could compete with the
best?
As soon as Berson took the
job, the recruiting process
bega n. He remembers
countless late nights spent
in the office making phone
calls.

“I think I even remember
sleeping in my office a few
nights,” Berson said with a
laugh.
That first year they signed
eight junior college players
and two outstanding high
school kids to come play for
Carolina.
They barely missed the
NCAA tournament the first
year, making it the following
year.
“To go from a club team to
a program talented enough
to play in the NCA A s in
just two years was quite an
achievement,” Berson said.
Q: W hat are your
thoughts about soccer not
being affiliated with the
SEC conference?
With only two universities
in the SEC fielding men’s
soccer programs, it has been
a challenge for the university
to f ind a conference that
seemed right for the program.
They were independent for
the majority of the program’s
h i s tor y, w it h nu merou s
inquiries to join conferences
over the years.
Carolina became apart of
Conference USA in 2005,
and Coach Berson feels that
it “has been a great fit for our
program.”
Q: You’ve had winning
seasons in 27 of 29 years
here, how did you deal with
those two losing seasons?
“There are always going to
be years when a team fails to
accomplish its goals,” Berson
said.
The main t h ing t he
veteran coach remembers
from both of those seasons is
the fact that both the players
and coaches were able to
bounce back.
“I think that speaks to the
character of the program
that we were motivated to
rebuild and move forward
from those low points.”
Q: Looking down the
road, do you think you will
still be coaching in five,
ten years from now?

Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Men’s soccer coach Mark Berson walks along side the bench to talk to his players during one of USC’s games this year.
“Absolutely. I like to look
at Coach Spurrier, who has
coached a good deal of years
and is still enthusiastic about
what he does year after year.

I enjoy what I do, and I am
always looking to build on
the previous year,” Berson
said.
That seems to be a big

Special teams
aid Gamecocks

part of what has kept him
coaching at Carolina, the fact
that he has so much invested
in the program and is always
looking to improve the team

Field goals, blocked punts
give USC an advantage in
tight football contests
S a t u r d a y ’s w i n o v e r
Mississippi State was Steve
Spu r r ier ’s 30 t h g a me a s
c o ac h at US C . O ut of
those 30, special teams play
determined the outcome of
at least five of those games:
O c t . 29,
20 05-Josh
Brown sneaks
a 49-yard field
goal over the
crossbar with
just under
three minutes
MICHAEL
lef t to beat
BAUMANN
Te n n e s s e e
Third-year
16 -15 in
print
Knoxville.
journalism
A u g . 31 ,
student
20 06 - Ryan
Succop h it s
three field goals and runs for
a first down on a punt play to
beat Mississippi State 15-0 in
the season opener.
Nov. 11, 2006 - Florida
blocks two field goals and an
extra point to eke out a 1716 win over the Gamecocks
in Gainesv ille. Had any
of those kicks been good,
Florida does not win the
national championship.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu

Practice Report
Gamecocks healing up before Thursday
night’s showdown with No. 8 Kentucky
Kevin Walker

Nov. 25, 2006 - Succop
converts a go-ahead fourth
quarter f ield goal to put
USC a head at Clemson,
31-28. Later in the quarter,
Clemson’s Jad Dean misses a
game-tying attempt, sealing
the win for the Gamecocks.
Sep. 29, 2007 - Down 2117 in the third quarter, USC
sophomore Eric Norwood
blocks a Mississippi State
punt. Quarterback Chris
Smelley throws a touchdown
pass on the next play and
Carolina wins 38-21, scoring
21 unanswered points.
W hile these five games
were defined by one or more
plays on special teams, you
could even add last year’s loss
to Auburn, where the Tigers
scored the eventual gamewinning touchdown after
recovering an onside kick in
the third quarter, and last
month’s field goal-kicking
contest between Succop and
Georgia’s Brandon Coutu,
to the list of games where
special teams played a role.
Spurrier and defensive
coordinator Tyrone Nix get
the bulk of the credit when
the team wins, and rightly
so, but it’s time to throw
special teams coordinator
Shane Beamer and his squad
a bone for their work.

and ultimately bring home a
national championship.

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Graeme Fouste / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Ranzino Valentine recovers a blocked punt on Saturday.
Beamer, in his first season
at USC, played his college
football at Virginia Tech,
where his father, Frank, has
ridden stellar special teams to
the third-highest career win
total among active Division
1-A coaches.
Norwood, who blocked
t h e p u nt , i s h a v i n g a n
outstanding season, leading
t he team in tack les. The
recent com m it ment to
playing starters on special
teams gives USC an
advantage in that area.
While many coaches hold
their starters out of special
teams to protect them from
injury, Spurrier and Beamer
are put t ing t heir best
athletes on the field at all
times, resulting in Saturday’s
blocked punt, which turned
the momentum of the game
around completely.
In addition to the obvious
advantage in field position,
Nor wood’s blocked pu nt
changed t he direct ion of
the game. Before the block,
USC was losing at home in

the second half to probably
the worst 3-1 SEC team in
history. Afterward, it seemed
like the team woke up and
turned a morale-crushing
loss into a key win leading
up to tomorrow’s showdown
with Kentucky.
I n order to stay in t he
running for the SEC East
title, the Gamecocks need to
continue their strong special
teams play. Succop is perfect
on field goal attempts inside
40 yards and freshman wide
receiver Chris Culliver has
been electrif ying in short
st ints as a k ick ret urner.
While special teams alone
won’t be enough to beat
Kentucky, winning the field
position battle and being able
to score on returns and long
field goals can only help.
So even if they hardly ever
touch the football or get their
names called on television,
USC’s special teams players
deserve far more praise than
they get.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu

Both Carolina running
back s are ex pected to
play in Thursday’s ESPN
showdow n w it h t he
number eight team in the
land.
M ike Dav is and Cor y
Boyd were both nicked up
in last week’s contest with
Mississippi State.
Boyd was injured on the
fi rst play of the game when
he tweaked his knee after
being tackled for a loss of
yards. USC coach Steve
Spu r r ier b el ie ve s t he y
will both be ready to play
Thursday.
“ I t h i n k M i ke Dav i s
a nd C or y b ot h s hou ld
be healthy by Thursday
n i g ht ,” s a i d S p u r r i e r.
“I think ever ybody who
played last week should be
ready to go, so we’re pretty
healt hy for t his t ime of
year.”
Freshman Ladi Ajiboye
practiced Tuesday and is
expected to play Thursday
after an apparent allergic
reaction.
“[A j ib o y e] h a d s o me
kind of allergic reaction
to Motrin or something.
He was a little dizzy,” said
Spu r r ier. “ T hey c a l led
9-1-1, got him checked out
and he’s fi ne now.”

Ajiboye saw playing time
at defensive tackle during
last week’s SEC win. The
6-foot-1-inch, 294-pound
freshman recorded three
total tackles while on the
field.
In 2006, the Gamecocks
were feat u red t w ice on
Thursday nights. Carolina
won t he open i ng g a me
of t he col lege footba l l
season 15-0 while visiting
Mississippi State.
L at er i n t he s e a s o n ,
Carol i na hosted t hen
number two Auburn and
suffered a heartbreaking
24-17 loss.
ESPN again v isit s
Columbia this week, and
Spurrier appreciates the
nat iona l ex pos u re t hat
come s w it h play i ng on
Thursday night.
“ We ’ r e v e r y h a p p y
with ESPN; it’s been very
i mp or t a nt to wh ate ver
success we’ve had,” said
Spurrier. “They put us on
the first game I coached
here aga i nst Cent ra l
Florida, and we’ve done a
bunch of Thursday nights
now. We appreciate the job
all those guys do; all their
best i nterest is col lege
football.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Additional Info

Line classified ad rates

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

sholmes@gwm.sc.edu

Apartments

Help Wanted

1BR 2BR Riverside $505/mo EVERYTHING INCLUDED. Avail ASAP. Contact 843-696-0599 for more info.

FIELD TECHNICIAN - An environmental lab in the Columbia area has a
FT position open for a Field Technician.
Primary tasks include environmental
sample collection and pickup. Candidate
must be dependable and have a strong
work ethic, and be willing to work outdoors. An excellent driving record is a
must (Motor Vehicle record will be
checked). Education requirements: 2
year degree will be considered, but a 4
year science degree would be preferred.
Send resume to :
Human Resources 106 Vantage Point
Drive, West Columbia, SC 29172
RE: Field Technician Position
EOE/M/F/D/V

Sublease @ Sterling by River 2BR Avail
in Dec. Call Kristen 843-321-0004

Housing-Rent
Room for Rent - $425/mo. W. Cola
Avenues 730-7466 lv msg.
GATED USC/DWNTWN AREA- 10 min
FT. Jackson - 2BR 2.5BA LR DR hdwd
flr new appls. deck water bill & pkg incld.
$1,000.
LAKE MURRAY - 15min to USC - 2BR
1.5BA fpl LR DR hdwd flr new appl. deck
pkg incld. $850.
CALL FOR SPECIALS 1-877-725-6726
608 S. Edisto Ave - 2BR 1BA .
$650/mo+ sec. dep. 926-7333.
W. Cola 15 min. to USC LG BR in prvt
home. Dish network 14 movie channels
all util furn. $450 + $45o dep. 791-4409

For Sale
Garnet & Black Swarovski Crystal &
Gemstone Jewelry. Free Shipping & Gift
Wrap! www.bbobs.net
Is your email account easy to
remember? Get your FREE
CarolinaGamecocks.net address at
www.CarolinaGamecocks.net

Help Wanted
23 People needed to lose 5-100 pounds
All natural, 100% Guaranteed
FREE SAMPLES! 1-800-351-2462
Students looking for PT work, flexible
hours, evening. No selling. Knowledge of
computers a plus. Pleasant working conditions. Call Will or David at 799-5740.
NEED EXTRA $$$ - Work @ the Fair
Oct. 10-21. Must be friendly, dependable, have transportation & able to count
& make change. 781-5579.
****CAMPAIGN TELEPHONERS****
Needed for election calls..
Day and evening shifts available.
A clear speaking voice a must.
Call Mrs. Williams @ 799-8528 x25
10am-4pm M-F

Additional options

DEADLINE

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

•

Office hours: M-F

Help Wanted
Child Care
Childcare needed for 3 boys on Tues &
Thur from 2:45-:6:30 in Chapin. Trans &
ref req. Please call 479-7461.

Help Wanted
Instructors
CHEER COACHES - Wateree Allstar
Cheerleading is looking for cheer
coaches & tumbling instructors! Exp. required. Very competitive pay and flexible
hours. Call 804-432-2609 or visit our
website at www.watereegymnastics.com

Tri-City Leisure Center is seeking a PT
front desk employee to work M-F,
mid-day hours. Approx.. 20/hrs/wk.
Call Darius 939-9309

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Help Wanted
Restaurants
SHIFT SUPERVISOR - Chick-fil-A
in the Columbiana Centre Mall Food
court is taking applications for PM shift
supervisors and team members. Must be
mature, responsible, and have a strong
desire to please our customers. Please
apply in person M-Sat or submit resume to 00430@chick-fil-a.com

IHOP NOW HIRING
SERVERS & HOSTESSES
Will work with school schedule.
No Tip Sharing.
Email arsalco@aol.com or
Apply in person 7719 Two Notch Rd
813 St. Andrews Road

Opportunities

Help Wanted
Drivers

EARN $800-$3200/mo to drive brand
new cars with ads placed on them.
www.AdCarClub.com

Driver/Assistant
Position
$65/day Vending Business. 2-3/day/wk
SLED/UA check. 447-9292

Miscellaneous
$500-$1500 Weekly
Helping me return phone calls.
http://yourprivatgeinvitation.com/eddie

Help Wanted
Tutors

Travel

TUTORS NEEDED: GPA of 3.1 will earn
you $10-$12 (or more) per hr! Highest
demand for Math, Reading & Science.
Call Tutor Connection 957-6060.

SPRING BREAK ‘2008 Sell Trips Earn
Cash, Go Free! Best Prices Guaranteed
to Jamaica, Mexico, Bahamas, S. Padre
and Florida. Call for group discounts.
1-800-648-4849 www.ststravel.com

BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
GYMNASTICS TEAM COACHES
Wateree Gymnastics Center in Camden,
SC (20 min from NE Cola) is looking for
team coaches for the 2007-2008 competitive season Gymnastics experience
required. Very competitive pay & flexible
hours. Please call 803-432-2609
and ask for Melissa.
www.watereegymnastics.com

NOW HIRING! Apply today for FALL
Instructor positions with
The Swim Lesson Company. Complete
training and free uniform provided.
MORNING HOURS AVAILABLE ONLY
Good Pay-start@ $10/hr.
Call Mr. Jim Reiser @ 665-8709 or
email at coachreiser@sc.rr.com

USC Researchers are recruiting young
people (18-35 y.o) with high levels of
anxiety for a research study. A non-drug
study will involve 90 min. in the laboratory and 5/wks at home. Subjects will be
paid for participating in the study.
For more info contact Shawn D.
Youngstedt, Ph.D.
syoungstedt@sc.edu
chriskline@sc.edu,
zielinsk@mailbox.sc.edu 777-9929 or
777-7296

Help Wanted
Restaurants

PT Receptionist needed at $7/hr.
Tuesday-Friday 20hrs/wk.
Fax resume to 743-0207.

STATE FAIR HELP
Immediatae PT positions for the
10-10 - 10-21. Ice Cream@ Trudy’s
12-5pm. & 5-11 pm. Free admission.
$6.50/hr. Call 917-446-3388.

Pasta Fresca seeking host 3-4 shifts/wk
starts at 5pm. Also seeking daytime
servers. M-F. Apply in person at
3405 Forest Drive.
Tombo Grille now hiring Servers.
Apply in person from 2:30-5:30
4517 Forest Drive
BAR LOUIE IS OPENING IN
THE VILLAGES AT SANDHILL
Hiring fun experienced servers, bartenders, cooks and support staff. Apply in
person daily 11am-2pm
461 Town Center Place.
www.barlouieamerica.com

300 Knox Abbott Drive
Cayce, SC
803.926.0312
Only 2 miles from
the Russell House

4464 Devine Street
Columbia, SC
803.738.1108
Only 3 miles from
the Russell House

Visit BI-LO’s TAILGATE PARTY
TENTS on the way to the game!

JOIN THE BI-LO SUB CLUB!

KEG HEADQUARTERS
Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Town
Natural Light & Busch Light: $54.59
Keystone Light: $52.49
Bud Light: $72.49

Before every home game, load-up on tailgating
essentials and delicious grilled foods.
Conveniently located in the parking lot of our 300 Knox Abbot Dr. (Near
Assembly St.) and 4464 Devine St. (Near I-77) locations.

$

11

99

12” DELI SUB
SANDWICH
HAM • ROAST BEEF • TURKEY*

Corona Extra
& Corona
Extra Light

WITH YOUR BONUSCARD®

12 Pack
12 oz Bottles

SUBS WILL BE MADE FRESH TO ORDER AT OUR
NEW GAME DAY SUB STATION!

$ 99

3

ea.

WITH USC STUDENT I.D.

Rent the Budweiser Keg Wagon here!
We love special orders!

*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. LIMITED TIME ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

$

99

10

Busch Light
Suitcases

GAME
DAY

Save $2.00
WITH YOUR BONUSCARD®

EVERYDAY

Southern Home
Deli Traditions

8-Piece

$ 99

Dark Fried Chicken

3

For

PRICES GOOD FOR A LIMITED TIME AT 300 KNOX ABBOT DR. AND 4464 DEVINE ST. LOCATIONS ONLY.
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO RESTRICT QUANTITIES OF MERCHANDISE. NO SALES TO DEALERS.
FOR EVEN MORE GREAT BONUSCARD® SPECIALS, VISIT WWW.BI-LO.COM
If you are under 21, it is against the law to buy alcoholic beverages. All ABC regulations enforced

Students: New store hours just
for you! We are now open till
midnight Friday & Saturday!

